THE   QUESTING   BEAST
eventually to get rid of them in the middle of the agitation
against the breed and the assertion that Alsatians were
dangerous.
My novel " Konyetz " was published about this time
but did not have much sale. In the summer months I took
up oil-painting, and passed many hours transferring my idea
of Chiltern landscapes to a canvas.
During the late Conservative administration, Agha
Petros had been to the Colonial Office to appeal for a return
of the money paid out.by him on behalf of the British in
Northern Mesopotamia during the refugee period. He had
been interviewed by a distinguished official who had treated
him with scant courtesy, denying that he represented the
people of his race. Contrary to my instructions, Agha
Petros had handed over to this official the sealed, signed and
witnessed document nominating him as the representa-
tive of the Assyro-Chaldeans. This was thfee months ago,
and in spite of repeated requests for the return of this proof
of his position, no reply was vouchsafed. As soon as Mr.
J. H. Thomas took over the office of Colonial Secretary, I
went to see him and explained the case. In twenty-four
hours Agha Petros was once more in possession of his
document. This, then, was something different. Things
were going to move under the Labour Government.
Justice would now prevail, in one case at least.
Encouraged by this, I gave the papers concerning Agha
Petros' claim to Mr. Thomas in the early autumn of the
year, but unhappily the Government was to fall before it
could be looked into. The case was handed in between
1924 and 1929, but in 1929 when I presented it under a
Labour Government it was merely passed to the same
permanent officials who had rejected it under the Con-
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